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(The following biographical data was copied verbatum from the sources listed in the footnote section.)

Born Feb. 17, 1779 in Prince Edward County, VA, nephew of John Scott, founder of Alabama Town, which in 1819 joined New Philadelphia to become Montgomery. Reared in the Broad River area of northeast Georgia, he became an affluent planter, tanner and general trader. When Creeks lost much of their land in the 1814 Treaty of Ft. Jackson, "Alabama Fever," the lure of much very fertile land, caused many Broad River residents, among them Abner McGehee, to emigrate to Alabama. He bought a huge plantation in the area now known as Hope Hull, named for a Methodist preacher who brought his family into the Church in 1809. 1
Abner McGehee, at a very early day, settled in Montgomery County at a place now known as McGehee’s Switch. He owned a large plantation and was a man of wealth, energy and enterprise. He was looked upon by all who knew him as one among the very best men in the county. He was a good citizen and neighbor, a kind husband and father, and a humane master to his slaves. He was a member of the Protestant Methodist Church and was an active church supporter. His Christian character was early formed; it was a character of strength and earnestness. 2
Abner McGehee had made and lost a fortune in Georgia before moving to Montgomery Co. in 1827. At one time he owned 10,000 acres of land and many of the most valuable lots in the heart of Montgomery. He was instrumental in building the South Plank Road that would go through his plantation and on to Mobile. He built the Planter’s Hotel on Court Square. The hotel burned in 1838. Abner McGehee also owned the lot on which the Exchange Hotel was built. He was a large stockholder and a founder of the Montgomery-West Point Railroad. The largest single donation made by him at his death went to the American Bible Society. He organized and gave the building on Dexter Avenue for the Alabama Bible Society. At his death he superannuated his slaves and left monies for their care. 3
Abner’s first wife was his first cousin, Charlotte Spencer. The first of their seven children, Harriett Louise, married Thomas Key Jarratt (both buried McGehee cem.). Their second born became Mrs. Wm. Taylor. Her husband, a wealthy planter , built the first brick house in these parts and became known as “Brickhouse” Taylor (both buried McGehee cem.). 3
He and Charlotte had seven children, two of whom died young. After Charlotte’s death, he married Jane Gilmer, widow of Thomas Johnson. They had four children. In addition, they helped rear and educate the eight orphan children of his brother William. After Jane’s death Abner married Mrs. Mary C. Russell Graves. They had two children. In addition to all of these Abner had to rear two orphaned grandchildren and several stepchildren. 3
One of the most distinctive qualities of Mr. McGehee’s Christian character was his modesty. He went about doing good, but was never heard to boast of any good thing he ever did; his text was, 'let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.' His resignation was a beautiful trait; he was never heard to murmur or complain, but on the contrary was always pleasant, affable and agreeable in manner. He donated to the American Bible Society the house known as the Bible House, in order that the society might have a branch of its business in Montgomery. 2
Mr. McGehee had a splendid family of sons and daughters. Abner, his oldest son, married a daughter of James Smith. James, another son, married Rachael Daily, daughter of Dr. Daily. The youngest son was killed by a stroke of lightning while riding through his father's plantation. One of his daughters was the wife of (Brickhouse) William Taylor. Another daughter married Dr. Sam C. Oliver; another was the wife of Mr. Jarrett. The next married Dr. Briggs; he did not live long, and then she became the wife of the genial and intelligent James G. Gilchrist; and another married Mr. Graves. A daughter of this last marriage is the wife of the progressive farmer and planter, A. H. Clark, living now at the old homestead.” 2

A tall marble obelisk in the historic McGehee Cemetery marks the final resting place of Abner McGehee. It reads: “Sacred to the memory of Abner McGehee who died Feb. 19, 1855 – Aged 76 years and 1 day. His rare enterprise, energy and industry, united with integrity made him a model man in all relations of life; and insured him great wealth which he distributed cheerfully and with noble hearted liberality for the Glory of God and the good of man. A Christian in heart and life, he lived and died in the communion of the Methodist Protestant Church. He parted in great peace and comfort of soul and sleeps in Jesus.” 3
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